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Transitioning Concepts into Practice 
$5,000 Bright Cities Grant
Integrate actions that protect babies’ brain development  
into your climate, resilience, and/or sustainability planning 
and win a $5,000 grant from Bright Cities 

This RFP is meant to help lift up the co-benefits of protecting babies’ brain 
development, particularly to focus on the solutions that will do the most to 
lower the risk for the black mothers and babies who are most at risk, as part 
of the urgency to reduce outdoor air pollution, mitigate climate change, and 
integrate these objectives and others that reduce neurotoxic exposures into 
resilience and sustainability planning.

Healthy Babies Bright Futures hosted three webinars to discuss how 
to effectively integrate reducing air toxics and other neurotoxins to 
protect babies’ brain development as a part of climate, resilience, and/
or sustainability planning. In a world transformed by COVID-19 and glaring 
racial disparities, this has never been more important. 

Key points from those conversations: 
• The community owns the table, and they need to be the ones driving the 

solutions.

• Government should see itself as a facilitator and empowerer of the best 
solutions that emerge from the community.

• By rethinking how we make decisions and making them human centered first, it 
helps us to change course and be more responsible. 

• There is not enough communication across different cities. There are really amazing organic solutions being 
born out of real challenges all over the country, and we have not invested in bringing the best of this thinking 
forward and getting a clearinghouse so that these best ideas could be implemented across the board.

We invite concise proposals from US cities to participate in a grant program that provides $5,000 funding for 
a pilot initiative. This initiative should provide practical examples of how to prioritize neurotoxic exposure 
reduction in a city’s existing climate, sustainability, and/or resilience planning.

Cities may propose a project that: 

• Supports green infrastructure projects like tree planting, planting of vegetative barriers near busy streets to 
remove air pollutants via deposition, and transitioning park management strategies to chemical-free methods; 

• Supports environmentally preferable purchasing policies help to create conditions for healthy community 
spaces by requiring that products purchased are free of neurotoxic chemicals as well as instituting practices 
that reduce waste, conserve energy and water, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

• Supports healthy housing actions like transitioning to chemical-free turf maintenance, or other actions, 
especially those inspired by our webinar conversations.
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B r i g h t  C i t i e s



The 4 Selected Cities will Receive:
• $5,000 grant for a pilot initiative that provides practical examples of how to prioritize neurotoxic exposure 

reduction in a city’s existing climate, sustainability, and/or resilience planning.

• Access to technical assistance from HBBF (e.g., consultation, peer-learning, case studies, and best practices).  

• Sharing of your accomplishments through HBBF’s national networks, including development and dissemination 
of a case study featuring your project.

To Be Considered:
• 1-2 page proposal from a city leader (e.g., offices of the Mayor, City 

Manager, Climate/Resilience/Sustainability Director, City Health Officer, 
and/or any interested municipal staff) are due April 16, 2021. 

• Proposals should include a short description of how your city will 
explicitly include actions in your city’s climate, resilience, and/or 
sustainability planning that protect babies’ brain development and a 
short budget with justification.

• Cities will be selected by April 23, 2021. 

• Funds will be disbursed shortly thereafter; actions to be completed by 
April 2022. One short final project report is required.

Resources
Three Webinar Conversations

• Fostering Equitable, Sustainable Change Amidst a Devastating Pandemic

• The Two for One Opportunity: How Municipal Resilience Planning Can Protect 
Babies’ Brain Development 

• The Nuts & Bolts of Using Resilience Planning to Ensure a Healthier Future for Babies

Important Tools from our Conversations

• Granular data representation, e.g., Tacoma’s Equity Index

• Strategies for engaging community members, e.g., participatory budgeting

• Peer-learning partnerships, e.g., Best Babies Zone

Have questions about the  
Bright Cities program? 

Contact Kyra Naumoff Shields,  
Bright Cities Program Director,  

at knaumoff@hbbf.org.

Pesticide-Free  
Public Information Campaign,  

Salt Lake City, UT

https://www.facebook.com/HealthyBabiesBrightFutures/posts/2748381121967158
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZlPp6WQL6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZlPp6WQL6s
https://youtu.be/9Ta1-JIuuMg
mailto:knaumoff%40hbbf.org?subject=Bright%20Cities

